


ELECTRA performance, |6'- 2007

Electra est une performance que j’ai écrite pour une premiere représentation a New York. Elle fait réfé-
rence a la figure mythologique d’Electre, mais aussi a la musique électronique et a I'opéra. Mes inspira-
tions ont été : Elektra, de Richard Strauss, Metropolis de Fritz Lang, Le Robot qui révait d’lsaac Asimov
ou encore Big Science de Laurie Anderson.

J’ai confectionné différents bijoux avec du fil électrique et des LED blanches, ainsi qu’une longue robe
pyramidale en satin ornée des mémes LED. Ces accessoires s’illuminent en fonction de ma partition, ils
sont commandés un a un, en direct et a distance, par mon assistant. L'éclairage de la robe est divisé en
trois zones qui clignotent en suivant mon chant. Les cheveux blancs, au centre de la scéne, je bouge
mes bras telle une diva automate, tourne mon regard vers le ciel, m’enflamme. Mon costume lumineux
accompagne ma narration étrange et dramatique, a I'image d’un réve éveillé.



Lyrics

Rescue me, rescue me
Reconnect my files

mmm

L-E-C-T-R-
L-E-C-T-R-
L-E-C-T-R-

> > >

Mother?
Why are you haunting my dreams?

Every morning, | charge my battery and start to «blink» ..
Every morning take my pills and vitamins

Every morning | do not forget to drink a ... cranberry juice !
Cran-berry juice

Cran-berry juice

Give me power and beauty !

Dia-a-a-a..
Diamonds are all my life |
| could die fo them.

Electra goes out tonight

She has to be perfect

She has to look real

Electra goes out tonight

She goes hunting the pharaoh in the wood
She takes all the bravery she needs with her

Our cities are full of violence and terror !
Who could have me as enemy ?

Life comes so easily

Life comes and goes

Life tells you how to grow
Life teaches you how to fly
Life lets the children be killed
Life is just life

Life follows its destiny

Life gives you no chance
Heroes can't live this life

Life must be extraordinary

LIFE IS ATRAGEDY !
LIFE IS ATRAGEDY !
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Pour mon exposition Electra’s World a la galerie Synopsis a Lausanne, je propose aux spectateurs
un regard sur le monde fictif de mon personnage, Electra. J’expose des mises en scéne photogra-
phiques et vidéo, ainsi que des objets lumineux disposés sur du mobilier ancien.

Une coupure de presse a I'entrée de la galerie évoque la disparition de I'héroine. Ses objets per-
sonnels sont livrés a eux-mémes. Son boa étincelant, composé d’une centaine de LED blanches,
est déposé sur un fauteuil en bois foncé, tandis que son miroir, dont les points lumineux en dé-
tourent la forme, est suspendu a un porte-manteau. Ses médicaments (une LED rouge et une LED
blanche mises bout-a-bout) luisent encore sur un plateau en étain posé sur une table basse pres
de son verre de jus de canneberge. Les photographies au mur nous la dépeignent avec grace et
sensualité.



Presentations

Nweamo, Roulette, SoHo, New York (Oct. 2007)

Electra, Galapagos Artspace, Brooklyn, New York (Oct. 2007)
Jubildumsfest, Kunstverein, Freiburg im Breisgau (July 2008)

Exineo, Le Zoo de I'Usine, Geneva (Sept. 2008)

Voila, Sirupspace, Zurich (Sept. 2008)

Show Off, Galerie Synopsis, Paris (Oct. 2008)

Migma Festival, Museum of Transport, Luzern (March 2009)

|FAT| Alternative Arts & Fashion Week, Toronto (April 2009)

Visibility Project, Galata Perform, Istanbul (Oct. 2009)

Prédsente, Kaskadenkondensator; Basel (Feb 2010)

Museumsnacht, Centre Paul Klee - Sommerakademie, Bern (March 2010)
1001 Nights with Yves Saint Laurent, Zurich Film Festival, Zurich (Sept. 2010)
Luces de hiel, Instituto Cerventes, Fétes des Lumieres, Lyon (Dec. 2010)
Electric Avenue, Futur en Seine, Paris (June 2013)






‘Electra’ at LimeWharf, 14th
November 2014

Saturday, November 15, 2014 by londoncitynights

| wasn't going to write about last night's trip to LimeWharf. For one I'd already
got my article about last night sorted, for another I'd arrived too late to see
one of my friends perform and finally there are only so many hours in the day.
But then you see something so eye-catching, so in tune with my tastes and so
fundamentally magnificent that something must be said.

It was the end of a long night of performance art and the crowd had begun
to dissipate. Having enjoyed Charlotte Wendy Law's great performance invol-
ving pomegranates, neat vodka and spiky bits of wood | was a bit hungry and
considered heading off home. But then | was told to head into the back room
by the organiser.

What | found there was something out of my science fiction electric
dreams. Standing seven foot tall, bristling with white LEDs and singing a beau-
tiful song was Electra. | felt like I'd slipped through the veil into an art deco
Narnia governed by a high voltage White Witch. This is Genevieve Favre Petroff,
who for seventeen minutes transmuted herself into a digital direct current of
searing electricity.

The Electra transformation involves donning a pyramidal dress decorated with a
hundred LED lights, accessorised with light covered rings, a bracelet, a necklace
and a crown. Looking like a porcelain statue, Petroff sings ritualistic, mantric
songs that revolve around transforming oneself into a piece of coolly logical
technology. As she sings the lights on her body react to what she’s saying, flicke-
ring and shifting as if her mind is wired into her surroundings.

David C Jones



